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ADVERTISEMENT. 


F this Plain Diſcourſe ſhould meet with a 
kind Reception from the learned and po- 
lite Part of Mankind, however ſimple it is in 
its Compoſition, Style, and Language - and 
ſhould be ſo fortunate, as to bear the Teſt of a 
public Examination, without Cenſure and Diſ- 
ſection, from the Critics of the Age, which is 
much doubted—ſeveral more will be publiſh- 
ed, for the Good of the Public, by the Author, 
who is well known to many Public Bodies, 
and Private Families, in Town and Country. 


N. B. The Reader will obſerve, that there 
is no Point of Doctrine introduced, but what is 
proved by the Holy Scriptures, which is the 
true Standard of Preaching in the Chriſtian 
Church. | 
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CHRISTIAN RELIGION: 


ROMANS x. 15. 


How beautiful are the feet of them, that Preach the 
| Goſpel of Peace, and bring glad Tidings of good 
Things! 


T is a plain Truth, that the Chriſtian Reli- 
[ gion excells all others for the Purity of its 
Precepts, and the Reaſonableneſs of its Doc- 
trine : for this Syſtem of Religion was pub- 
liſhed by Chriſt, and propagated by the A- 
poſtles, who were Eye Witneſſes and Miniſters 
of the Word. When the Law of carnal Ordi- 
nances was diſannulled, and a new Covenant 
cſtabliſhed on better Promiſes ; then God com- 
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manded the Goſpel to be preached throughout 
the World, as an univerſal Religion ; that all 
Men ſhould be ſaved, and come to the know- 
ledge of the Truth. When Chriſt and the A- 
poſtles had preached the Goſpel among all Na- 
tions, then their Sound went into all Lands, 
and their Words unto the Ends of the World. 
Alt was by the Soundneſs of their Doctrines, 
and the Integrity of their Lives, that all Clouds 
of Darkneſs were diſpelled, and the weak and 
beggarly Elements were ſet at Nought ; that is, 
the Ceremonies and Rites of the Jewiſh Reli- 
gion. It was by their conſtant Application, 
and daily Miniſtration, that Idolatry and Super- 
ſtition were baniſhed out of the World: for 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt came into the World to 
give Light to the People, which fatin Darkneſs, 
in the Region and Shadow of Death. —If God 
had not made known his Will after this Man- 
ner, and manifeſted his Word through Preach- 
ing, how ſhould the ynenlightened nations 
(fuch as the Gentiles were in Times paſt) call 
and believe on him, of whom they had not heard 
before the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel ?—It is by 
the Method of Preaching, that an Idea of God, 
and S-nſe of true Religion is preſerved and 
maintained in the World : for Faith cometh by 
Hearing, and Hearing by the Word of God: and 
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this is the Reaſon, that the Apoſtle infiſts upon 
the Neceſſity, Uſe, and Expediency of Preach- 
ing: for how ſhould they hear without a 
Preacher ? and how ſhould they Preach except 
they were ſent? as. it is written in the Text, 
How beautiful are the Feet of them, that Preach the 
Goſpel of Peace, and bring glad Tidings of good 
Things /—What news could be more welcome 
to all the Nations of the Earth—which were 
then dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, than to hear 
the Goſpel of Peace ; that is, the Goſpel Sal- 
vation pronounced by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
who ſpake as the Oracles of God? and what 
News can be more agreeable now to mortal 
Men, than to hear the glad Tidings of good 
Things ; that is, the Salvation of their Souls 
from eternal Death and Miſery ? 


To ſtate the Nature of our Duty in this 
Life, with Reſpect to Chriſtian Preachers—and 


Chriſtian Hearers, ſhall be the Buſineſs of my 


preſent Diſcourſe, in Order that every one in 
his Vocation may arrive to Perfection and Glo- 


ry, Happinels and Eternity. 


I. I HALL ſet forth the duty of Chriſtian 
Preachers. 
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II. I $HALL conſider the Obligation of 
Chriſtian Hearers.— In the application, I ſhall 
endeavour to enforce the Duties of our reſpec- 
tive Calling and Profeſſion, by laying down 
ſome Rules for our Faith and Practice. 


I. I $#ALL ſet forth the Duty of Chriſtian 
Preachers. 


THr1sis an Argument, that deſerves our great- 
eſt Attention and Conſideration, that God hath 
in due Times manifeſted his Word through 
Preaching ; for this was the Method, by which 
he choſe to communicate his Will' to Mankind 
under the Diſpenſation of Grace. 


Firſt, Hz inſpired the Apoſtles and Prophets 
with miraculous Gifts, and enabled them to 
form ſuch principles of Religion and Morality, 
as were, and are, agreeable to his Nature and 
Perfections, and conſiſtent with the Polity and 
Government of his Church. Indeed, thoſe ho- 
& Men ſpent their Time in the Service of God, 
in the Propagation of Religion, in the Im- 
provement of Virtue, and the Diſcouragement 
of Vicc.— They were, in general, Men of ex- 
emplary Life and Piety; and were bright and 

ſhining Lights to all the Nations of the World. 
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Gop commanded the Prophets in old Time 
to declare his Laws, Statutes, and Ordinan- 
ces to the People—that they, might fear him, 
and keep his Commandments all the Days of 
their Life. And our Saviour told his Apo- 
ſtles, when they were ordained to his Holy 
Office, that they were the Salt of the Earth, 
and the Light of the World : and added this 
Precept for their Direction, Let your Light fo 
ſhine before Men, that they may ſee your good More, 
—that is, that ye may give Light to them, who 
ſit in Darkneſs, that they may diſcern between 
Good and Evil, Virtue and Vice. — If Mini- 
{ters of the Goſpel be indifferent in their Call- 
ing and Profeſſion, they cannot be anxious a- 
bout the Salvation of their Flocks ; for where 
there are idle Shepherds, there muſt be wan- 
dering Sheep. It muſt be acknowledged, that 
our Saviour gave to his Apoſtles, Prophets, and 
Evangeliſts, Power to plant Churches in all the 
World, for the Glory of God and the Honour 
of Religion. It was their Love for God, and 
Zeal for Chriſt, in the Propagation of the Go- 
ſpel, that gave Men juſt Reaſon to account of 
them, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stew- 
ards of the Myſteries of God. And if Mini- 
{ters would wiſh to make their Calling and E- 
lection ſure, they muſt not be negligent in put- 
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„ 
ting Men in Mind of their Profeſſion, nor in- 
different in the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 
which is committed to their Truſt; for they 
are the Spectacles of the World. Indeed they 
muſt diſcharge their Duty conſcientiouſly, both 
towards God and Men, and that to the beſt of 
their Powers and Abilities. -They muſt give 
good Heed to their own Souls, and feed the 
Church of God with ſound Doctrine. They 
muſt have no worldly Motives in View, but 
the Glory of God, the Good of the Church, 
the Honour of Religion, and the Salvation of 
Souls. They muſt not connive at the Vices of 
the Age, and conform to the Faſhions of the 
World ; but muſt exhort Men with all Long- 
Suffering and Doctrine, and rebuke them with 
all Authority, and Sharpneſs of Underſtand- 
ing; that they may be ſound in the Faith, leſt 
they fhould give Heed to Jewiſh Fables and 
Commandments of Men, which turn many 
from the Truth; or, in other Words, left they 
ſhould go after Seducers and Deceivers, who 
pervert the Gofpel of Chriſt ; teaching for the 
Commandments of God, the Doctrines of Men; 
leaving the plain Foundation of Chriſt, and in- 
troducing into Religion Matters of doubtful 
Difputation, which gender Strife and Conten- 
tion, making their Converts to depart from the 
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Faith, growing worſe and worſe, and increa- 
ſing unto more Ungodlineſs.——I would aſk 
you, what Fellowſhip hath Righteouſneſs with 
Unrighteouſneſs? what Communion hath Light 
with Darkneſs? and what Concord hath Chriſt 
with Belial ? To guard againſt falſe Chriſts and 
falſe Prophets, Impoſtors and Enthuſiaſts, is 
the proper Work of the Miniſtry : and is it not 
reaſonable, that the Commiſſioners of God, and 
Ambaſladors of Chriſt ſhould, in theſe peri- 
lous Times, ſtand up in defence of their civil 
Liberty, and Chriſtian Profeſſion, leſt ſuch 
falſe Teachers ſhould corrupt the Word of God, 
and ſow Diſcord amongſt the Profeſſors of Chri- 
ſtianity. Whatever Pretences they may boaſt 
of to Inſpiration with the Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets, it is mere Fanaticiſm and Deluſion, 


Secondly, Tt is true, that God did iHuminate 
the Apoſtles with his Holy Spirit; for he gave 
unto them Wiſdom, Knowledge, and Faith ; 
the Gifts of Healing, and the Power of work- 
ing Miracles ; the Gifts of Prophecy, and the 
Diſcerning of Spirits, and divers Kinds of 
Tongues, and the Interpretation of Tongues : 
and moreover, we are aſſured from good Au- 
thority, that no Miracles were wrought after 
the Days of the Apoſtles, by any of their Sue- 
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ceſſors; ſuch as calling the Dead to Life, or re- 
fcoring Sight to any Man that was born Blind. 
If we compare our State and Condition with 
the Sufferings of the Primitive Chriftians, we 
ſhall have no juſt Reaſon to complain of Hard- 
ſhips in theſe our Days: ſince the Nicolaitans 
in their Doctrine and Devotion oppoſed tlie A- 
poſtolic Church; and ſo do the Calviniſts the 
Epiſcopal Church, whoſe Faith is unſtable, and 
whoſe Deeds are evil. They not only deceive 
the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity with an ourward 


Shew of Sanctity, but their own Members; and 


for this Reaſon the Prophet Iſaiah calls them 
dumb Dogs, and St. John Sorcerers, having a 
Form of Godlineſs, but denying the Power 
thereof. —The Scribes and Phariſees cavilled 
much at our Saviour's Diſcourſes, and found 
Fault with the Chriſtians in all their Devotions 
and Works ; they ſaid much, and'did not, and 
brought no Manner of Work unto Perfection. 
Behold they made long Prayers in the open 
Streets, under a Pretence of being ſeen religious 
of Men; and encompaſſed Sea and Land to 
make Proſelites, who became twofold more the 


Children of Hell than theinſ-lves; that is, they 


made them worſe, by inſtilling into their Minds 
bad Principles and Opinions, ſuch as were in- 


conſiſtent with the Principles and Inſtitutions 
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of the Chriſtian Religion. —They may profels 
that they know God, but in Works they deny 
him : and what will Faith avail Men, if they 
live diſſolute Lives? nothing, and their Hope 
ſhall periſh, St. Paul argues very rationally up- 
on the Principle of Faith, and declares, that 
the Hearers of the Law are not juſt before 
God, but the Doers of the Law ſhall be juſti- 
fied. And St. James ſays to the fame Effect, 
that as the Body without the Spirit is dead, fo 
Faich without Works is dead alſo : therefore 
Faith and Works muſt co-operate in the Chri- 
ſtian Scheme, before we can come unto Per- 
fection. Let us confider, that the Uſe of 
Church Diſcipline is to bring Men to a per- 
fect Underſtanding of the Myſtery of Godlineſs: 
God was manifeſted in the Fleſh, juſtified in 
the Spirit, ſcen of angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, believed on mn the World, received 
up into 'Glory. — This was our Lord and Savi- 
our Jeſus Chriſt, who dwelt among us in the 
Fleſh, until he had laid the Foundation of our 
Religion, and completed our Redemption. — 
When the Churches were eſtabliſhed in the 
Faith, and increafed in Number daily ; then 
the Apoſtles ordained Biſhops, Preſbyters or El- 
ders, in every Church, to preach the Kingdom 
of God.—St. Paul, in his Charge to the Elders 
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of Epheſus, faith, take Heed unto yourſelves, 
and to all the Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath made you Overſeers, to feed the Church 
of God, which he hath purchaſed with his own 
Blood. 


H cautioned them to guard againſt grievous 


Wolves, who ſhould enter in among them ; not 
ſparing the Flock, but ſhould ſpeak perverſe 
Things to draw Dilciples after them. When 
St. Paul had eſtabliſhed the Coloffians in the 


Faith, he exhorted them to continue in ſound 
Doctrine, and to beware of vain Talkers and 


Deceivers, who ſhould ſpoil them through Phi- 
loſophy and vain Deceit, after the Tradition 
of Men, after the Rudiments of the World, 
and not after Chriſt, They ſhould deſpiſe Do- 
minion, and ſpeak Evil of Dignities ; and ſhould 
introduce a new Syſtem of Religion, (of their 
own Invention) and with feigned Words ſhould 
make Gain of their Converts,—You ſee from 
the Inſinuation of Simon Magus and his Fol- 
lowers, that it was needful for the Apoſtles to 
preach the Word of God, in Seaſon, and out 
of Seaſon; that they might perſnade their 
Hearers to hold faſt the Profeſſion of their 
Faith, without Wavering, and continue in the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, who is the Head of the 
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Church, the Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls. 
What can be required more of the Meſſen- 
gers of God and the Miniſters of Chriſt, in the 
Furtherance of the Goſpel, than to teach Men 
good Knowledge of God, and of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; and to dictate ſuch Principles of Religion 
and Virtue, as are neceſſary to make them wiſe un- 
to Salvation? Before we can bring the Chriſti- 
an Scheme to any degree of Perfection, we muſt 
take Care to lay a proper Foundation, by preach- 
ing the Doctrine of Repentance and Faith to- 
wards God, the Doctrine of Baptiſms, and the 
laying on of Hands, and Doctrine of the Reſur- 
rection, and eternal Judgment. Theſe are the 
Doctrines, which the Apoſtles taught in all the 
Churches, for the Fundamentals of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion: therefore, it is our Duty and 
Intereſt, to walk worthy of our Vocation, and 
to adorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour in 
all Things. When the Jews refuſed to em- 
brace the Doctrine of the Goſpel, then Chriſt 
commanded the Apoſtles to turn to the Gen- 
tiles, that they might eſtabliſh ſome in the 
Faith. —The Apoſtles, in the Propagation of 


the Goſpel, recommended their Doctrine to 


the Examination of People's own Conſciences; 
and appealed to them for the Teſtimony of the 
Truth of it. And St. Paul faith, in Defence 
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of the Goſpel, if it be hid, it is hid to them 


that are loſt: for the God of this world hath 


blinded their Eyes, ſtopped their Fars, and 


hardened their Hearts, that they ſhould not ſee - 


with their Eyes, nor hear with their Ears, nor 


underſtand with their Hearts the Things which. 


belong unto their Peace and Salvation. —T here 
can be no Excuſe made for Infidelity ; for Chriſt 
told his Diſeiples in plain Terms, that whoſo- 
ever ſhould repent of their Sins, and believe 
on his Name, ſhould receive Remiſſion of Sins 
that were paſt. What News could be of greater 
Comfort to all People that were labouring under 
the Burden of their Sins, than to hear the glad 
Tidings of Pardon and Forgiveneſs, which the 
Son of God brought down from Heaven? The 
World was under a Cloud, until the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs aroſe with Healing in his Wings, 
that is, until Chriſt made his Appearance in the 
Fleſh, and ſuffered Death on the Croſs, and 


roſe to Life from the Grave. By this Power 


he put away Sin, aboliſhed Death, and brought 
Life and Immortality to Light through the 
Goſpel. 


II. ISHALIL conſider the Obligation of 
Chriſtian Hearers. It is evident, that God did 
reveal his Will to Mankind by the Preaching of 
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the Gofpel: though the Jews adcounted Preach- 


ing a Stumbling Block, and the Greeks Fool - 


iſhnefs; yet it pleaſed God by the Fooliſhnefs 
of Preaching to fave them that beheve, both 
Jews and Gentiles. Indeed, the wiſe Inſtitu- 
tion of Preaching was to bring Men to Re- 
pentance' and Reformation, Salvation and Glo- 
ry, Heaven and Eternity: by which Method 
God's: glorified, Religion is cultivated, / Vir- 
tue is improved, and Vice is diſcouraged; Now 
we pray you in Chriſt—who is ordained of God 
to be the Judge: of the Eiving and the Dead. 
Let your Speech be always with Grace, in all 
holy Converfation and Godlineſs; ſpeaking-to 
yourfelves in Pſabms and Hytans, and in ſpiri- 
tual Songs, ſinging and making Melody in your 
Heart to the Lord; giving Thanks always for 
all Things unto God the Father, in the Name 
of our Lord jeſus Chriſt: for all Diſcourſes, 
which have not the Good and Happineſs of Men, 


the Peace and Welfare of Society for their Ob- 
ject, are a Degradation to human Nature, and 
an Offence to God, who is a Being of all Per- 
fection: for wherever his Majeſty is revered, 


and his Honour is extolled, there is the Reſi- 


dence of his holy Spirit governing the Will, 


and ſanctifying the Heart. And our Saviour 


faith, that hefe two or three are gathered toge- 
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ther in his Name, there is he in the midſt of 
them. There are many Perſons, who call 
themſelves Chriſtians, whoſe Lives and Actions 
are inconſiſtent with the Doctrines of the Goſ- 
pel: for what Part hath Believers with Infidels? 
and what Agreement hath the Temple of God 
with Idols? lo, ye are the Temple of the living 
God, if ye worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth:— 
for. the Believers are a ſpiritual Temple, in 
which the Holy Ghoſt dwells. —There is a ma- 


terial Difference between Worſhipping in the 


Houſe of God, and the Houſe of Niſroch, that 
is, between Worſhipping in a Chriſtian Church, 
and an Heathen Temple. Behold, a National 
Church is a religious Society of Perſons profeſſ- 
ing themſelves Servants of Chriſt, and promi- 
ſing to believe his Doctrines, to obey his Pre- 
cepts, and to live according to the Directions 
contained in the Goſpel. — God commanded 
the Patriarchs to obſerve the Law of Nature, 
the Jews the Law of Moſes, and' the Chriſtians 


the. Law of the Goſpel, which contains Doc- 
trines and Precepts ſufficient for our Faith and 


Practice. When Chriſt being come an High 


Prieſt of good Things, then he changed the 


carnal Ordinances impoſed upon Men, under 
the Law, into reaſonable Services, and perfect 


Inſtitutions.— Behold, at the Time of the Re- 
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formation of all Things, he opened a new and 
living Way into the Kingdom of Heaven, that 
is, he planted a new Religion, he eſtabliſhed 
an holy Prieſthood ; and inſtituted Baptiſm 
and Communion, in the Place of Circumciſion 
and the Paſſover.—Theſe Alterations in the 
Jewiſh Religion were ordained for the Perfec- 
tion of the Chriſtian Religion. The Holy Scrip- 
tures are aſtanding Monument, that Thouſands 
were converted and baptized at the Preaching 
of the Apoſtles, both of moral and immoral 
Men.—Let us conſider, that the Apoſtle and 


High Prieft of our Profeſſion, Chriſt Jeſus, hath 


ordained in his Church two Sacraments to be 
of a perpetual and indiſpenſible Obligation, 
i. e. Baptiſm and Communion, 


I/t, THE Author of our Salvation, in his 


conference with Nicodemus on the Neceſſity 
of Regeneration, ſaith, that Baptiſm is eſſen- 
tially neceſſary to Salvation; and his Words are 
theſe, except a Man be born of Water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdomof God: 

therefore every Perſon muſt be baptized with 
Water, according to the Form of the Apoſtlic 
Church; i. e. In the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, before he 
can become a Member of Chriſt, a Child of 
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God, and an Inheritor of the: 8 of Hea- 
Ven. 


2dlz, Hr 1njoined Comnrunion, as an Act of 
Chriſtian Duty, that all true Believers and ſin- 


cere Chriſtians ſhould continue in the Faith 


and Doctrines, which are according to Godli- 
neſs ; and that they might have perfect Love. 
and fervent Charity for their Fellow Creatures. 


. In the Application, I ſhall endeavour to en- 
force the Duties of our reſpective Calling and 
Preſęſſion, by laying down ſome Rules for o 
Faith and Practice. b 


Sar vr Paul, the great Apoſtle of our Faith 


| and Profeſſion, addreſſed himſelf thus to the Co- 


rinthians: By the Terrors of the Lord we per- 
ſnadde Men to liye in this carthly Tabernacle, 
as it becomech the Goſpel of Chriſt: not after 
the old Man, but aſter the new Man ; not at- 
ter the outward Man, but after the inward 
Man ; not aſter the Faſhion of the World, but 
after the Hxample of Chriſt; who went about 
doing Good, whilſt he ved in the Form and 
araber. of a Man. | 


wrt 


1. Ir you conſider the. Nature, End, and 


Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son of 
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Deſign of the Chriſtian Prieſthood in a proper 
Light, you will ſee with the Eye of Reaſon, 
that there is a Neceſſity laid upon all Miniſters 
of the Church, to preach the Word of Truth, 
the Goſpel of your Salvation : for by Virtue of 
their Commiſſion, they are ſtyled Servants of 
God, and Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, to all - the 


Saints on Earth.—Wo be to the Miniſters, that 


preach not the Goſpel, and wait not on their 


Miniſtry, but abuſe their Power in the Goſpel, 


and negle& the Gifts that are given them, for 
the Perfecting of the Saints, for the Work of 
the Miniſtry, for the Edifying of the Body. of 
Chriſt : till we all come in the Unity of the 


God, unto a perfect Man, unto. the Meaſure 
of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt; that is, 
till all Jews and Gentiles come into the Church, 
and join in the ſame Faith, and Profeſſion of 


Chriſt, who is the Head over all Things in the 


Church. Therefore we are taught to offer up 
Prayers and Thankſgivings to God in his Name, 
for our Creation, Preſervation, and all the 
Bleſſings of this Life. It is required in Stew- 
ards of the Myſteries of God, that they be 
found faithful, as they muſt give an account of 
their Stewardſhips ; therefore they muſt be di- 
ligent in their Functions, and put their Con- 
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gregations always in Remembrance of thoſe 
Things that pertain to Life and Godlineſs: 
though they know them, and are eſtabliſhed in 
the preſent Truth, yet they muſt exhort, and 
charge them to walk worthy of God, who hath 
called them into his marvellous Light, through 
. Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. They muſt teach them 
the Law of God in Truth and Sincerity ; and 
ſhew them the Way wherein they ſhould walk, 
and the Work that they ſhould do ; that they 
may ſit down in the Kingdom of Heaven. Wo 


be to the Paſtors, faith the Lord, that deſtroy 


and ſcatter the Sheep of my Paſture; to the 
Shepherds, that feed themſelves, and not my 
Flock; and to the Prieſts, that violate my 
Laws, and' profane my Statutes, that cauſe my 
People to err from my Ways, and to wander 
from my Commandments; therefore I will make 
them contemptible and baſe before Men, who 
pervert my Laws, and depart from my Judg- 
ments: they muſt preach no other Doctrines 
than thoſe contained in the Holy Scriptures ; 
neither nwſt they give Heed to ſeducing Spirits 


and Doctrines of Devils, which ſeduce Men to 


turn their Ears from the Truth, nor cauſe them 
to depart from the Faith. Let us, my Breth- 
ren, walk by the Light of the Goſpel, as Chil- 
dren of Light ; and not meddle with them that 
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are given to change, but hold faſt the Form of 
ſound Words, which we have been taught 
by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. This is the 
Meſſage that God ſent to the Jews by his Ser- 
vants the Prophets, Hearken, O ye People, to the 
Prieſt, that ſtandeth miniſtring before the Lord 
your God, and to the Levite that teacheth you 
good Knowledge of the Lord. —If God had not or- 
dained a Succeſſion of Miniſters in his Church, the 


World would have continued in Darkneſs and 


Ignorance, in 1dolatry and Superſtition, in Sin 


and Profaneneſs, in Doubt and Uncertainty ; | 


and Mankind would never have been able to 


come to the Knowledge of the Truth, and the 


Worſhip of the true God, who inhabiteth Eter- 
nity. Indeed Miniſters are the chief Inſtruments 


of ſaving Souls, and of turning them from Sin 
to * 


2. Tn ESE are the: Judgments denounced a- 


gainſt all careleſs Hearers of the Word of God. 


Wo be to the rebellious Children, that will 
not hear the Word of the Lord, which ſay to 
the Seers, ſee not, and to the Prophets, pro- 
phefy not unto us right Things, but ſpeak unto 
us ſmooth Things, and propheſy Deceits. In 


Truth, theſe Men are Friends of the World, 
and Enemies to God and their own Salvation, 


( 24 ) 
who deſpiſe Wiſdom and Inſtruction, who walk 
after their Luſts and Paſſions, and turn the 
Grace of God into Laſciviouſneſs. And the 
royal Pſalmiſt compares all ungodly Men to the 
deaf Adder, that ſtoppeth her Ears, which re- 
fuſeth to hear the Voice of the Charmer; charm 
he never ſo wiſely.— This is the Advice which 
St. Paul gives to every Miniſter of Chriſt, Let 


Him, that is taught in the Word, communicate to 


tum that teacheth in all good Things; for in di- 
viding the Word of Truth rightly, he thall fave 
his own Soul, and the Souls of them that hear 
kim. Take Heed how'ye hear, leſt there be 
in any of you an evil Heart of Unbellet, — 
n from oo 1 york | ok 


| 1 BESEECH you, as my Fellow Chriſtians, 


_ * to obey them that have the Rule over you, and 


to ſubmit yourſelves to every Ordinance of Man, 
for the Lord's Sake, and for the Peace of 


Church and State: for they watch for your 


Souls, as they that muſt give an account, that 
they may do it with Joy, and not with Grief. 


For though we Preach the Goſpel, we have 
Nothing to glory of, but that we know the 


true God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Above 


all Things, my Brethren, deſpiſe not the Church 


of God, by running after vain Bablers; ſuch 
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as Theudas, who boaſted himſelf to be Some- 
body; and Judas of Galilee, who drew away 
much People after him. Behold theſe Men 
oppoſed the Chriſtian Church; and reſiſted the 
Ordinances of God ; deſiring to be Teachers 
of the Law, underſtanding neither what they 
ſaid, nor | whereof they affirmed; that is, con- 
cerning the Syſtem of Religion they invented, 
and the Doctrines they broached ; for they walk- 


ed in Craſtineſs, and handled the Word of God 


deceitfully. Let us view the Danger, and 
ſee how fatal a Thing it is for any Sect, or 
Party, under the Pretence of Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, to ſet up a new Syſtem of Religion, 
in Oppoſition to the Ordinances of God; for 
there are no Powers in the World, but thoſe 
that are ordained of God: and we are certain, 
that no Nation can be happy without Subjection 
to the Laws of God, and Obedience to the high- 
er Powers. For when Jeroboam was made 
King over Iſrael, he kept not the Command- 
ments and Ordinances of God, that is, the 
Laws of the Jewiſh Religion, but took the Ad- 
vice of , his Council, and made two golden 
Calves, in the Form and Similitude of the E- 


gyptian Gods, for the Adoration of the People, 


and the Reformation of Religion, as he pre- 
D 


| ( 26 ) 
tended ; and commanded them to worſhip the 
true God by thoſe Images and Figures, which 
he had fet up in Dan and Bethel, and ſaid un- 
to them, theſe are your Gods, which brought 


you out of the Land of Egypt.—Behold he 
builded "Temples in the high Places, and made 


_ Prieſts of the loweſt of the People, which were 


not of the Line of Aaron, nor of the Tribe of 
Levi; who were the Perſons appointed by the 
Law of Moſes to miniſter in holy Things be- 


fore the Lord: he changed the Feaſt-Days, and 
offered Sactifices unte the Calves chat he had 


made. Having now prepared both Gods and 
Priefts for the high Places, he began the Ser- 
vice hithſelf, with the Gravity ef an Impoſtor, 


and taught his falſe Priefts a new Way of Wor- 


ſhip.—And this Thing became Sin unte the 
Houſe of Jeroboam; and was the aRttial Cant 
of his Ruin, and the Deſtru&ion of his Family : 

for they were cut off, and deſtroyed from the 
Face of the Earth. He did not only commit 
Sin himſelf, but made Ifrael to fin, by reſtrain- 
ing them from going up to Jeruſalem to offer 
Sacrifices to the God of Heaven, and charging 


chem to worſhip in thoſe Temples, which were | 
not conſecrated unto the Lord for true Devo- | 
| tion. When Saul, the firſt King of God's 
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Choice and Making, being wearied with Wait- 
ing for the Prophet Samuel to come to Gilgal, 
to offer Sacrifices unto the Lord, he took upon 
him to offer the Burnt-Offering : and this Thing 
diſpleaſed the Lord, though he did it out of a 
good Principle, and a religious Motive, yet 
his Incroaching upon the Prieſt's Office (which 
ought to be held ſacred by every Body) became 
an Occaſion. of his Looſing the Kingdom, which 
was, in a ſhort Time, tranſlated from his Fami- 
ly, and given to David and his Seed. —And + 
when Korah and his Company ſought the Prieſt- 
hood, and murmured againſt Aaron; pretend- 
ing that all the Congregation were holy, and 
that they had a Right to miniſter in the Prieſt's 
Office, which was indeed contrary to the Law, 
and an Incroachment upon the Priviledges of 
the Aaronical Prieſthood: yet notwithſtand- 
ing they hearkened not unto Moles, but per- 
ſiſted in raiſing up Factions and Diviſions, Tu- 


mults and Uproars, Seditions and Commotions, 


in the Jewiſh Church and State, till the Ground 
clave aſunder that was under them; and the 
Earth opened her Mouth, and ſwallowed them 
up, and their Houſes, and all the Men that 
appertained unto Korah, and all their Goods: 


and they went down alive into the Pit, and the. 
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Earth cloſed upon them. And moreover, there 
came out a Fire from the Lord, and conſumed 
the two hundr ed and fifty Men that offered 


Incenſe ; therefore theſe preſumptious Men 


brought upon themſelves ſwift Deſtruction.— 


Mark, I pray you, and fee how that Hymene” 
us and Philetus were delivered unto Satan, for 
denying the Doctrine of the Reſurrection ; and 
Alexander and Diotrephes for oppoling the 


Diſcipline of the Chriſtian Check, 


HavixG now ſhewn the e Danger of ſerring up 
a new Syſtem of Religion, in Oppoſition to the 
Ordinances of God, and the F Folly of Men in 
wry into thoſe Things which they ought. 
Let us draw a Concluſion to this Diſcourſe 
in ba Wordof Exhortationi. Be notlike the unbe- 
lieving Jews and canceited Gentiles, who obeyed 
not the Voice of the Lord at the Preaching of the 
Patriarchs, nor the Report of the Prophets, nor. 
the Exhortations of the Apoſtles, but like Jannes 
and Jambres withſtood Mofes, and reſiſted the 
Truth.—Let us ſhew our ſelves Patterns of good 


Works, by a conſcientious. Diſcharge of our 


Duty; and if our Preaching ſhould not meet 
With Succeſs 1 in Proportion to our Labours and 


© Wiſhes, let us not be diſmayed, but earneſtly 
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contend for the Faith, which was once dell- 
vered unto the Saints. Let us not deſpair with 
the Prophet Iſaiah, who complained i in the Bit- 


terneſs of his Soul; I have laboured in vain, 
and ſpent my Strength for Nought,—yet ſarely 


my Judgment is with the Lord, and my Work 
with my God. Let us not be weaty in Well- 
doing, bat run with Patience the Race that is 
ſet before us, looking unto Jeſus the Author 


and Finiſher of our F aith ; who, for the Joy 
that was ſet before him, endured the Croſs, 
deſpiſing the Sy ame, and is ſet down on the 
right Hand of the Throne of God, Angels 
and Authorities and Powers being made ſub- 
ject unto him. Let us always ſtudy to ſhew 
ourſelves approved unto God, as Workmen 
that need not be aſhamed of their Work and 
Profeſſion ; but preſs toward the Mark, for the 
Prize of the high Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 
—Let us finiſh our Courſe with Joy, and the 
Miniſtry which we have received of the Lord 
Jeſus, having the Promiſe of the Life that now 


1s, and of that which is to come. This is the 


Aſſurance of our Faith, and the Anchor of our 
Hope, that they, who turn many to Righte- 


ouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the Stars in the Firma- 


ment of Heaven: and when our chief Shepherd 
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ſhall appear, which is Chriſt; then ſhall we re- 
ceive.the. Crown. of Life, which the Lord hath 
promiſed to them that love and obey him. 


* Now to God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is 
moſt. due, all Honour and Glory, Might, Ma- 
jeſty, and Dominion, both now and for ever- 
more. | 8 | 7 5 
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